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Whatis baPtism?
(Christian baptism (common|3 know as christening) is a (Christian sacrament
which signhcies sPiritual cleansing and rebirth. BaPtism comes from a
(reek word meaning to ‘immerse’ and in the church service
itis the ritual act, with the use of water, bg which a
person is admitted to membership of the
Christian Church. Baptism marks the
begirmirxg of a lhcetimejourneg of turning away
from evil and living a Christian life.

S

Farcnts
When a child is too young to sPeak for him/herself the

parents thank (God for [is gi{:’c of their babg and his/her
new life as a Christian. So when as parents you bring

your child for baptism, you will be asked to say, on behalf
oFgour little one, that you believe in (God and that you
will bring up your child to follow Jesus.

GodParcnts

T he role of godparents is to helP parents bring up the child in the life of the
church, and to set a Christian example through the life theg lead. Being
asked tobe a godParent is not only a compliment and a Privilege but also a
resPonsibility. You are asked to share in the Christian life of a young child.

You will make the same Promises as the parents at the BaPtism Service.
Godparents Promise to support the parents in bringing the child upasa
(Christian within the Fami|3 of the Church. The Church believes that those it
baPtizes should have the Promise of a Christian uPbringing. Thatis whg the
Church of Englancl requires all godparents to be baptizecl themselves and to

be confirmed as well.



The Church norma“y requires at least three goclparents] often two of
the same sex as the child and one of the oPPosite sex. Farents can also
be godparents. When parents do not take part in church life themselves,

we exPect them to choose godparents who do.

Promises

When children are baptised their parents and goclparents make the
Promises that they will:

o pray forthem

. }Jring them up as Christians

. sct them a good example of living as a (hristian

. bringing them to church to share in worslﬂip

Making Promiscs

]Fgou feel that you can make these Promises, and if you are resident in
the Parish ora regular member of St. Marg’s Chu rch, we would be
cleliglﬁtecl to sPeak further with you about baPtism.

[tis imPor’cant to consider whether you can make these Promises and

decisions and answer the ques’cions truthlcung.

]Fgou decide that you are unwi”ing or not read3 to make the Promises
required ina baPtism service, you may still want to give thanks for your
child and pray for GGod’s support throughout his or her life. |f so, you
should choose instead to have a Service of Blcssing or Thanksgiving.



Non Parishioners

FeoPle are norma“g baPtisecl in their own Parish church. |n the case of
families who are not members of St. Mary’s, the minister cannot Proceecl
with baPtism without the Permission of the Familg’s own Parish minister.

[ this is the case, St. Marg’s Church Office has a letter for the parents to

Present to their Parish Pries’c forhis signatu re.

Baptism FreParation Evening
All families must attend a Baptism Freparation Evening before the
}JaPtism can take Place‘

At the Baptism Freparation Evening, (Christian baptism will be exPIainecl.
We will go through the service so that you know what to expect on the clag.

T here will also be the oPPortunity to ask ques’cions and meet other

parents }Jringing their children to baptism. Baptism APPlication forms will be
available to complete at this evening. Thereisastandard feec of £12 Pagable
on the evening fora Baptism (ertificate and Goclparents Frager (Cards.

Baptism Freparation Evenings in 2012 will be held on:

Wecinesciags i1 Januargl 8 I:ebruarg, 2 Mag, i June, 5 SePtember and
7 November

Attencling Church

Parents and, if Possible goclparents, are also requireci to attend a
10.30am Active All Age Worship Service at least once before the baPtism
of their child. This Par’cicular service is alwags held on the first Sundag of

ea cl'w montlm

[tisalsoa goocl idea to start attencling church as a Familg as soon as Possible.



|ittle Saints

The younger members of St. Marg’s have their own time of age»relatecl
teaclﬁing and activities at 10.30am on the chl, 3rd and 4th Sunclags of the
month in Young Church. Theg start in church for a time of worship before
leaving to go to the (Church Centre for their activities.

Baptism Servicesin 2012 at St. Mary’s will be held at 2.50pm on Sunc‘ags
22 Januargl 19 Februarg, 18 March, 15 APril, 20 Mag, ]7June] 15 Julg,
19 Augus’c] 16 September, 21 October, 18 November and 9 December‘

All friends and Familg members will be very welcome \

T

to attend your child’s baptism. }'-

Gues’cs, Particularly Parents and godparents,

are asked to be in (Church atleast 15 minutes

before the start of the service. \/\/e would ask
thatvideos and cameras are not used during the service,
but at the end do feel free to gather around the font to

record or take Photographs of this very special occasion.

After your child’s baptism, St. Marg’s Church hopes that your Familg will
become part of our large church Familg.

We warmlg invite you tojoin us and worslﬂip with us.

The Reverend (anon John [Harkin
Vicar of St. Marg’s Church, Andover
Area Dean of Andover Deanery

Do contact the Parish Administrators (01264 366%73) with any queries.



A Farent’s Fragcr

f:athcr Gocl
You have given us thejoy of a new babg.

Wc thank you for ... and wish to share our
lives with him/her and You.

Tcach us how to grow together as a
Christian Fami!y and always remember that

3OU !OVC ancl care {:OF us as HOUF chi!dren.

Amen

A Goclparent’s Fragcr

f:athcr Gocl
] thank you for ... and ask that You will

hc]P me to set a goocl examP!c to him/hcr.

] know ] have not alwags done or said the

right things but ] would like to start again.

With Your helP, Lord, ] know this will
haPPen‘ Amen
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